Defensive Handgun 1 Course WOMEN ONLY
[image: image1.jpg]



Location  BROOKFIELD ROD AND GUN CLUB
CLASSROOM MAY 30, 2024  5:30 TO 10:00 PM - JUNE 2, 2024 9:00  AM TO 6:00  PM  BROOKFIELD ROD AND GUN CLUB  OUTDOOR RANGE
Cost $175.00 (4+hours classroom and 8 hours range)  
To register or get more information, send an e-mail to: wachusettfirearmstraining@yahoo.com or call 978 697 6654
Prerequisites None

Topics to be covered

• Firearms Safety

• Safe Storage Rules

• Ammunition

• Shooting Fundamentals

• Basic Marksmanship

• Loading and Unloading

• Reloading: Emergency and Tactical

• Ready Positions

• Steps of the Draw

• Malfunction Clearance

Students will provide

• Handgun (I have several students can borrow at no charge)
• Strong‐side belt holster (I have several right hand holsters students can borrow at no charge)
• 250  rounds full power ammunition (full metal jacket)
• 2 extra reloading devices with carrier

• Wrap around eye protection

• Ear protection

• Baseball cap

• Clothing appropriate for weather

• Bag lunch (optional as there are several places to  get food within 10 minutes of range)
• Note taking material.        At successful completion of course, attendees will receive a certificate and letter detailing the training session.
NO REFUNDS IF CLASS HELD
Make check payable to JOSEPH PICARIELLO and mail to me at
22 Calamint Hill Road North

Princeton, MA 01541-1721

NOT DUE UNTIL SIX WEEKS PRIOR TO CLASS
Student comments from 2023 women only classes.  More testimonials are available on request.

Hi Joe, 
I want to tell you that your class was the best I have ever taken of any kind, skill or task. It was so well organized, fluid and meaningful from the very beginning.  I felt there was no down time and yet still enough time to process, digest and follow along with you. You have a rare ability to teach -  and this is a comment from another middle school teacher! (Grades 7 & 8, English, social studies and US history for 32 years). I know where you are coming from!
I hope I can be with you again as you are a great teacher and your support staff are wonderful too - such a reflection of the primary instructor!
Thank you again for a great class!
Linda Saupe
April 2023

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you were thinking about taking defensive handgun 1 course with Wachusett Firearms Training don’t hesitate, take the course. 

It was well organized, fluid and well organized from the very beginning. The instructor and his support staff were very patient with all of us. They made sure we learned every drill, and no questions were unanswered. I was nervous going to the range since it was my first time shooting my gun, as soon as we started I felt comfortable, and it only got better throughout the day. I highly recommend taking this course.

I think they have few spots for May and June.

Sue Davis Collette
April 2023

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

I took Joe’s DH-1 class in May and it was wonderful. I was shaking like a leaf at the beginning but by the end, I was super comfortable. I loved that it was an all women’s class so I wasn’t intimidated to ask things like “how do you carry a gun while wearing yoga pants?”. Joe is very professional and just a really nice guy.

Maria Trout

May 2023

Defense Handgun 1

May 10, 13 2023 - Classroom & Live Shooting

Hi Joe,

Apologies it has taken me so long but I wanted to reach out and express my appreciation for your class. 

I originally saw a post that was shared by a friend from the Oakham Police Association Facebook page advertising a Womens Only handgun class. I reached out to you after second and third guessing myself and I’m so glad I did. 

My main reasons for wanting to take this class were to become more comfortable handling a gun. My husband is a hunter and handgun owner, we have young children at home and it is important for me to know how to handle a situation involving a gun. I wanted to know how to confidently check if it was unloaded, and how to properly secure it safely. I was also curious if I’d enjoy shooting too!

You and your team answered all my questions during the classroom session and on range day. Range day was FUN - with such a serious topic you and your team, Jaye and Tom, made me feel comfortable even when I was unsure or nervous. Never in my lifetime would I think I’d be completing different shooting drills and not doing terrible! Although I already have my LTC, your class far outperformed the class I took previously in educating me on firearm safety. 

Being able to borrow a gun was huge, you made it so simple to just show up and learn, as a person with a full time job and a young family this was literally five star service!

The accommodations at NORCO were fantastic and unexpected as a non-member. 

I look forward to taking more of your classes with my own gun as I will be purchasing the model that I borrowed for class!

Your class has made me a more knowledgeable, confident, responsible handgun owner. 

Thank you for the time and effort you put into your classes!

Krista Nelson

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Joe,

Thank you! Your teaching was fantastic. I came on Friday as someone with zero gun knowledge and frankly was quite nervous. I took the class just to familiarize myself and get comfortable around them. I truly did not think I would enjoy it as much as I did. 

Classroom prep played a big role in that. Your teaching style is so friendly and that got me warmed up slowly without any anxiousness to go along with it. 

Range day was definitely work! Some fantastic tip  I learned from you included:

1. Practice doesn't make perfect, perfect practice makes perfect.

2. You were able to call out and highlight some beginner mistakes I was making and correct them before I made a habit of it. 

3. Target aiming. I was looking at the target not the site. Fixed that and aim improved

4. Grip strength. When you shook my hand and gave me some tactile feedback on how tight I need to be gripping the gun. I was definitely a little nervous and death gripping at the start.

5. Safety! I felt so comfortable after the initial adrenaline wore off a bit.

I would highly recommend this course! And look forward to taking another course.

I was thinking about even repeating DH1...just to get more comfortable as this is very new to me. But I'm open to your thoughts for sure!

Thanks!

Alison

June 2023

Hi Joe, 

Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for the excellent firearm training you offered last weekend.  The weather was challenging but your knowledgeable guidance and teaching style were unbelievably helpful.  Please also extend my thanks to your assistants.  All of you offered each student the highest level of expertise, professionalism and extreme patience.  I cannot thank you enough for giving me much-needed confidence and also helping me to overcome some fears that I've carried for many years.

I received my certificate and letter today.  Thank you! I just wanted to mention that the certificate has my correct name but the letter shows my name as Ellen Callahan.  My husband with his never-failing sense of humor asked me if I thought I was now related to "Dirty Harry".  If it is not too much trouble perhaps you could send a corrected letter whenever you have a chance.  I already have a Class A LTC so probably don't need the letter, but it would be nice to have.

I'm still trying to decide what steps to take from here.  I would love to take the DH2 class with my good friend Laura Maguire but am not sure I'm quite ready yet.  I have been unable to get my daughter to commit right now to the DH1 class as her life is a bit crazy with 3 kids and a very busy nursing profession.  I'm also trying to decide on whether or not to purchase another gun and am leaning towards the Smith & Wesson 380 EZ slide that Laura purchased.  I found the older Walther P-22 somewhat cumbersome. In the meantime with my husband's participation and encouragement I can continue trying to maintain and maybe even improve my skills.

I will always highly recommend top-notch, quality classes and have already told several people who may be interested.

Thank you again and I do hope to see you at one of your future classes.

Best Regards,

Ellen Carpenter

June 2023

Dear Joe,

I cannot thank you enough for an outstanding class!  I almost can't recall how anxious I was beforehand.  

Mickey had assured me I would be in the best possible hands (he was right, of course) but I still had convinced myself that due to my bad thumb I'd spend most of range day observing.  At Friday's class I was enormously relieved that the 22 Compact was comfortable to hold and easy to rack but I had no confidence in actually shooting.  I did not expect to be able to participate all day on Monday and I certainly did not expect to enjoy it so much!

I am extremely grateful to have had the opportunity to borrow your 22 and to switch to the smaller class and most of all, to have you and Tom as patient, professional (and hilarious) instructors.  I don't think I could have had a more positive first-time shooting experience!

Thank you for a wonderful experience and for all of the documents and reference materials you have sent since.

Looking forward to DH2! 

Sincerely,

Alex

June 2023
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Joe,

Thank you so much for you've done! You are a great teacher! You are so thorough and detailed! Everything I needed to get beyond my fear of guns and firing them. I wish you all the best and I will absolutely write a review and see you in DH2! My husband and I plan to go to a shooting range for a date night...not something two liberals ever thought they'd be doing! Hahaha

Take care and I hope to see you soon,

Sara
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Joe. THANK YOU for a great class. You are such a terrific teacher! I could probably take the DH 1 class many times and always gain something new. There is so much to learn and as a novice I especially appreciate your expert guidance to start me on the right path. 

Many thanks to you and also to Tom for your patience and for creating such an appropriate environment for all the class participants. It was a wonderful day! 

With gratitude,

Ellen

Good evening Joe!

   I just wanted to reach out to express my gratitude again for your DH1 class. I came in nervous and afraid - and left with a confidence I didn’t know I possessed. Thank you for your patience and encouragement. It is empowering and I am so grateful!

Very Sincerely,

Britta 

I was very excited to show my husband the practice target. (The dog, growling and barking, did not appreciate the menacing picture even with a hand sized whole in its chest. lol) 
I did receive my certificate and letter for the class. 
Thank you also for the use of the 380EZ. It gave me the opportunity to participate in the class with a fresh slate so to speak. I focused on being consistent as you added to the drills and was pleased that it showed in the groupings. 
The demonstrations, explanations, dry runs and prompt feedback were exactly what I was looking for. You and your assistant, Tom, have skill and great patience as teachers. 
The recommended videos to watch as pre-class prep were a great introduction to the material covered in the class.
You really go above and beyond with your class. It’s an excellent opportunity for someone who is interested learning safety and defensive handgun use.
I am interested in taking DH2, but probably next year. I need to have my Bodyguard repaired. 
I am very grateful for the opportunity to have participated in your DH1 class and am looking forward to DH2.
Sincerely,
Rose M.
